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VTG Blasts WBEZ Attack On 1st Amendment At FCC

WBEZ’s attempt to silence Chicago Smooth Jazz station 87.7 WLFM-LP is “an absurd reaction to the station’s success that offends the values of public radio listeners.” 

LOS ANGELES – In Reply Comments filed at the FCC today, Venture Technologies Group, LLC (VTG) co-owner of WLFM, LLC Chicago’s new Smooth Jazz station broadcast on Channel 6 and heard on 87.7 FM blasted WBEZ’s previously filed comments as “absurd” and “diametrically opposed to the First Amendment.”

WBEZ had stated that Channel 6 television stations, like WLFM-LP Chicago’s Smooth Jazz station, are “bleeding 24 hour dance music, with commercial advertising, over into non-commercial stations that are on the lower non-commercial FM channels … these [television stations] are, in effect, intentionally broadcasting commercial radio which spills over onto their non-commercial neighbors.” In today’s response, VTG said Channel 6 stations are operating within their FCC licensed frequency. They are bona fide television stations that are unique since they are the only stations on the dial that can be seen on television and heard on the radio at the same time. 

Paul Koplin VTG’s chief executive officer noted, “We believe that WBEZ’s position is not due to any technical issues but rather due to WLFM-LP’s ratings success.”  According to Arbitron’s December 2nd ratings release, WLFM-LP captured over 540,000 listeners and a 1.2 share of the audio market, which is remarkable considering that the station had no ratings in May.  

In May 2009, Clear Channel Communications dropped the Smooth Jazz format of Chicago’s WNUA, its legacy Smooth Jazz station, which reached a diverse ethnic audience that skewed 52% African American.  WLFM-LP Channel 6 immediately picked up the Smooth Jazz format in Chicago.  “We didn’t realize that we needed to get WBEZ’s permission to change formats,” said Koplin who added rhetorically, “Perhaps WBEZ should poll its members and listeners to see if they want their financial donations used to silence competing media outlets and to limit the availability of Smooth Jazz in Chicago. It’s surprising that listener-supported radio is trying to silence new voices. This runs counter to its listeners’ values.”
“With the opening of our new Chicago offices, we are investing in local broadcasting at a time when other media companies are contracting. We are fulfilling the FCC’s mission to create new local media outlets and to reach out to underserved communities with new local programming,” said Koplin. 
 
VTG is a privately held media company based in Los Angeles that builds media properties from scratch, including five full power television stations and over 20 low power television stations.
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